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DATA ON ARMY PURCHASES MAILED 


Form on Which Canners Can Request Invitations 
to Bid Sent to All Canners 


The Association has mailed to all canners a circular 
letter enclosing a form which they may use to request that 
they be listed to receive invitations to bid on canned food 
supplies for the Army. This form lists the canned products 
that the Army expects to purchase, and canners are asked 
to indicate the items they pack, the estimated number of 
cases that they will wish to sell the Army, and the number 
of points from which they will ship. The form is to be re- 
turned to the Office of Production Management in Washington 
and will enable that office to arrange that invitations to bid 
be sent to interested canners when the Army Central Pur- 
chasing Offices are established about April 1. 

In the meantime, before the Central Purchasing Offices 
are established, canners who wish to get invitations to bid 
under the present system of buying can arrange to do so 
by writing to the various Contracting Officers, a list of 
which is given in the letter that goes out with the form 
above mentioned. This letter also furnishes a list of Army 
camps, their delivery points, and the delivering railroads. 

If any canners should fail to receive the letter and enclosed 
form, they can obtain them by addressing the request to 
the Association. 


SENATE DEBATES LEND-LEASE BILL 


House Begins Consideration of Minor Legislation 
with National Defense Angle 


Considerable progress toward passage of the lend-lease bill 
was made in Congress during the past week. The House 
sent the measure to the Senate last Saturday, the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee completed its hearings on Tues- 
day, reported the proposal favorably on Thursday, and the 
Senate began its formal debate of the bill on Friday. The 
House, meanwhile, passed a deficiency bill providing an 
additional $375,000,000 for Federal relief activities and the 
annual appropriation measure providing over a billion dollars 
for the Treasury and Post Office Departments. The House 
also passed a resolution extending the life of the Dies com- 
mittee. A bill raising the legal Federal debt limit to $65,000,- 
000,000 was passed by the House on Monday and by the 
Senate on Friday. 

With discussion of the British aid bill now centered in the 
Senate, House members began committee work on less im- 
portant subjects. However, it is apparent that for the present 
there must be a national defense angle placed on legislation 
before it receives early consideration. In the interest of 
national defense, proposals for the regulation of freight 
forwarders are being discussed by the House Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce Committee and an investigation of the 


wood pulp industry has been undertaken by the House Agri- 
cultural Committee. 

The Appropriations Committee has been holding a number 
of hearings on the various departmental supply bills and the 
House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries has 
scheduled a hearing for February 26 on a bill to impose 
additional citizenship requirements for manning of vessels, 
to establish hiring halls under the control of shipping com- 
missioners, and to establish more stable labor conditions in 
the merchant marine. 


WAGE-HOUR REPORT ISSUED 


Administrator Makes No Recommendations for 
Additional Legislation 


The Administrator of the Wage and Hour Divsion, in his 
annual report to Congress which was made public this week, 
states that he “is not prepared at the present time to make 
any recommendation for additional legislation.” The report 
points out that “many fundamental changes recently have 
been made in the regulations, which it is hoped will eliminate 
certain difficulties in administration, encountered in the past. 
Pending further experience in administration, and further 
study of the effects of the Act, it is not possible at this 
time to foretell whether amendments will prove necessary.” 

The report clearly states the policy of the Wage and Hour 
Division with regard to agriculture and industries related 
to agriculture in the following words: 

“Practical problems of administering the act, insofar as 
they have a bearing upon agriculture, have been studied 
with a twofold purpose in mind: (1) To extend to agriculture 
the complete exemption which Congress intended for persons 
employed in farming, and (2) to extend to workers engaged 
in industrial. non-farming occupations the benefits of the 
act which Congress intended them to have. These day-to- 
day problems of interpretation and administration have been 
supplemented by broader analyses seeking to establish and 
evaluate the indirect effects of the act upon the economic 
position of farmers as a guide to the administrative and 
regulatory policy that falls within the limited discretionary 
power of the Administrator. The protection of farmers 
against adverse effects from the act has been a cardinal 
point of administrative policy.” 


Home Economics Division Field Trips 


Concerted spring field activity of the Association's Home 
Economics Division began this week on February 14 when 
Katherine Smith of the Service Kitchen addressed a meeting 
of the Virginia State Home Economics Association at Roanoke, 
Va. Miss Marjorie H. Black left the same day for a four- 
week field trip in Eastern cities. Miss Ruth Atwater will 
leave Monday, February 17, for a field trip to middle Western 
and Western cities, during the course of which she will 
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speak at meetings of the Canners League of California and 
of the Utah Canners Association, 


In Miss Smith's talk to the Home Economics Women in 
Business group at the Virginia Association meeting on Friday, 
she told of the work of the Association's Service Kitchen in 
developing and testing recipes for members. 


Miss Black's four-week field trip will take her to New York 
City; Providence, R. 1.; Boston, Mass.; Augusta, Bangor, and 
Orono, Me.; and Cleveland, Akron, and Toledo, Ohio. In 
these cities she will talk to club and school groups. In addi- 
tion to these talks, Miss Black has been scheduled as guest 
on the following radio programs: 


February 20: WBQ, Boston, 1:30 P. M., “Food Marketing 
Suggestions” for homemakers 

February 21: WEEI, Boston, 6:00 A. M., “Farmers’ Alma- 
nac of the Air” 

February 27: Yankee Network, 9:30 A, M., Gretchen Me- 
Mullen’s program 

March 3: WCSH, Portland, Maine, 12:30 P. M., Cumber- 
land Farm Bureau 


Miss Ruth Atwater will visit Kansas City, Topeka, and 
Denver on her way to the Utah Canners Association meeting 
where she will talk on February 28. Following her talk at 
the meeting of the Canners League of California, Miss Atwater 
will do field work in the San Francisco area and in Los 
Angeles. On her return trip to Washington, she will visit and 
speak at the University of Arizona in Tucson; certain cities 
in Texas; New Orleans, La.; Tallahassee, and Jacksonville, 
Fla.; and a number of cities in North and South Carolina. 


Federal Committee for Health and Welfare 


An Interdepartmental Advisory Committee, composed of 
officials of various Federal agencies working in the fields 
of health and welfare, has been appointed by Federal Security 
Administrator Paul V. MeNutt. The committee will advise 
him in coordinating all health, medical care, welfare, nutri- 
tion, recreation, and related activities affecting national 
defense. 


Twelve regional advisory councils have been appointed, 
which will maintain relationships in these fields with the 
State defense councils in their respective regions. 


Charles P. Taft of Cincinnati, Ohio, has been appointed 
assistant coordinator of all health, welfare, and related 
activities affecting national defense. 


Canned Salmon Week February 28 to March 7 


Canned Salmon Week will be observed this year from 
February 28 to March 7. Promotional materials are being 
sent to distributors and advertisements are featuring uses 
of salmon. 


The publication and distribution of the Association's new 
leaflet, “Canned Salmon: What it is—How to use it”, ties 
in with the promotional work. This new publication is a 
joint effort of the Northwest Laboratory and the Associa- 
tion’s Service Kitchen. In addition, the Home Economics 
Division has sent to its list of about 500 newspapers a release 
featuring canned salmon recipes and suggestions about the 
use of this product. 


Fruits and Vegetables in Cold Storage 


February 1 holdings of all varieties of frozen fruits and 
berries totalled 128,153,000 pounds, indicating net with- 
drawals during January of 14,391,000 pounds, according 
to the monthly cold storage report of the Agricultural Mar. 
keting Service. A year earlier, the out-movement was 10,- 
997,000 pounds, leaving a total of 117,340,000 pounds in 
storage on February 1, 1940, 

Total stocks of all varieties of frozen vegetables were 
reported as 70,482,000 pounds. The net out-movement dur- 
ing January was 8,022,000 pounds, which compares with 


4,847,000 pounds withdrawn from storage during January 
1940, 


The following table, compiled by the Agricultural Market- 
ing Service, gives detailed figures and comparisons by vari- 
eties on holdings of both fruits and vegetables: 


Feb. 1, Jan. 1, Feb. 1, 


1940 

1,000 1.000 1,000 
FROZEN FRUITS Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Logan and similar berries ; 1,082 3.796 2,380 
Raspberries. . .. 7.404 12,342 11,309 
Other fruits... 23.464 21,271 
Classification not reported... . 27,185 24,627 

FROZEN VEORTANLES 

Asparagus...... 7,271 6,209 4,732 
Beans, lima. . 13,650 13.065 11,584 
Beans, snap. . 6,303 6,537 5,820 
Broccoli, green 1,721 2,160 1,900 
Corn, sweet. 6,007 5,002 4,036 
Peas, green... 19,830 28,602 26.432 
Spinach 5,440 5,136 4,356 
Other vegetables. . 3.545 6,167 5.84 
Classification not reported. . 3.144 4.346 3.839 
Total... 78.504 70,482 


Howard Heinz Dies 


Howard Heinz, president of the H. J. Heinz Company, 
and one of the most widely known figures in the canning 
and preserving industry, died of a cerebral hemorrhage at 
the Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia on February 9. His 
entire business career was with the company originally estab- 
lished in Pittsburgh by his father. 


During the first World War, Mr. Heinz served in various 
capacities with the Food Administration, later becoming 
director general of the American Relief Administration for 
Southeastern Europe and Asia Minor. In 1934 he was made 
head of the National Industrial Conference Board. He is 
survived by his wife and one son, Henry J. Heinz. 


Association’s Leaflet Listed for 4-H Club Use 


One of the Association's leaflets, “Information for the 
Canned Foods Shopper”, is being listed in the National 4-H 
Club News as a publication of value to 4-H Club leaders 
throughout the country. 
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FRESH VEGETABLE COMPETITION 


Analysis of Acreage and Farm Value as Related to 
Production of Canned Vegetables 


The vegetable diet of the American people is supplied 
principally from two sources, canned vegetables and vege- 
tables sold on the market in their raw or natural state. Ap- 
proximately the same acreage was devoted to growing can- 
ning vegetables in 1940 as was used for growing fresh-market 
vegetables. The records of the U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture include eight vegetables grown for canning or other 
processing and seventeen vegetables grown for the fresh 
market. 


The acreage of vegetables grown, both for canning and for 
the fresh market, trended upward during the last twenty 
years, as shown in Chart 1. In 1924 the acreage of vegetables 
for the fresh market totaled only 630,790 acres. This was 
more than doubled during the period 1924-1936. Since 
1936, however, the fresh market acreage remained fairly 
stable at about 1,300,000 acres. Acreage of canning crops, 
however, has fluctuated a great deal more. Starting with 
979,120 acres in 1924, acreage changes have tended to fol- 
low a fairly definite five-year cycle. Peak acreages occurred 
in 1925, 1930, and 1935, with each successive peak being 
larger than the previous one. 
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Cuant l.—Harvested acreage of competing vegetables grown for fresh 
market and for canning, 1924-1940 


The difference in the pattern of changes in acreage of 
canning and fresh-market vegetables can be explained, in 
part, by the fact that the production and marketing of vege- 
tables for the fresh market each year is an operation com- 
plete within the year. If because of large acreage or exces- 
sive yields production is too large for profitable marketing, 
the surplus must either be dumped at low prices or not 
harvested; only negligible quantities can be carried over 
into the next season. Thus, vegetable acreage for fresh 
market is not affected by surpluses carried over from the 
previous year. Even low prices to growers, which usually 
accompany large crops, frequently do not materially affect 
fresh market acreage the following year. 


In the case of canning vegetables, however, a surplus 
production can be carried over in the non-perishable form 
and the acreage the following year may be adjusted accord- 
ingly. Consequently, the more uniform flow to market of 
canning vegetables in the form of canned products tends to 
provide greater stability in the grower's market, with a cor- 
respondingly more stable income per acre to the grower of 
canning crops. 


The effect of the changes in acreage of vegetables for 
canning and for the fresh market on their respective values 
per acre to the growers is shown in Chart 2, which gives the 


value per acre of canning and fresh-market vegetables ex- 
pressed as a percentage of the average value per acre for 
the period 1924-1929. The actual dollars and cents value 
per acre of fresh-market vegetables is not comparable to 
the actual value per acre of vegetables grown for canning, 
because the cost of growing and preparing the former for 
market is in most instances much higher than the cost of 
growing and marketing vegetables for canning, and values 
are correspondingly higher. The value per acre of vege- 
tables grown for these two types of market can, however, 
be compared as a percentage change from some normal period 
during which the growers’ incomes for both were fairly stable. 


Cuaat 2.--Index of value per acre of vegetables grown for fresh ma 
and for canning, 1924-1940 


rket 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture has chosen the six- 
year period 1924-1929 as one during which market conditions 
were fairly stable. Therefore, in Chart 2, value per here 
is shown as an index, that is, it is shown for each year as 
a percentage relationship to the average value for the six 
years 1924-1929, Since 1929 the income per acre to the 
growers of canning crops has been higher in relation to the 
average received during the 1924-1929 base period than the 
income received by growers of vegetables for the fresh mar- 
ket. As pointed out previously, this does not mean that the 
income per acre was larger for canning crops, but that, 
during the last twelve years, the growers of canning crops 
did not suffer so much decline in income as the grower of 
vegetables for the fresh market. 

Canners should not lose sight of the fact that their prod- 
ucts compete with fresh vegetables during the entire year. 
Consequently, when planning for 1941, the size of the 1941 
crop of vegetables for the fresh market should be taken into 
account, 

Not much information regarding the 1941 fresh market 
acreage is available at this time. The U. S. Department of 
Agriculture in its February 8th report on “Truck Crop 
Prospects” states that the early market acreage for fresh 
vegetables in 1941 is 7 per cent larger than that of 1940. 
Significant increases were reported for green beans, beets, 
lettuce, onions, peppers, and tomatoes. The only decrease 
in acreage was reported for early cabbage, which is about 4 
per cent less than the 1940 early acreage. 

Prospective acreage of canning crops for 1941 has not 
been reported except for spinach. The Agricultural Market- 
ing Service of the U. S. Department of Agriculture states 
that canners in California and Texas have reported plantings 
of 16,480 acres of spinach for packing in early 1941. This 
is an increase of 26 per cent over the 1940 plantings of 
13,040 acres. The California increase amounts to 31 per 
cent, while the increase for Texas was only 14 per cent. 

The intended acreage of peas for canning and other process- 
ing will be reported by the Government early in March. 
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Stocks and Shipments of Pitted Red Cherries 


Stocks of pitted red cherries in canners’ hands on February 
1, 1941, were 461,790 cases more than on February 1, 1940, 
according to statistics compiled by the Association's Division 
of Statistics. Stocks on February 1, 1940, amounted to 613,725 
actual cases, compared with 1,075,515 cases on February 1 
of this year. Shipments during January, 1941, amounted to 
244,933 cases, as compared with 102,312 cases shipped during 
January, 1940. In the following table are compared stocks 
on February 1 of the two years and shipments, for specified 
periods, of No. 2 and No. 10 cans: 


1939-40 1940 41 
No. 2's No. 10's No. 2's No. 10's 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 


Stocks February 1 668.410 361,466 
Shipments for January. . 50 667 138.331 093,232 
Shipments July 1 to February 1. . 1,667,611 861, "465 1.322.128 906.514 

The following table shows by regions the stocks on February 
1, 1941, and shipments for January: 


24/2 6/10 Mise. Total 
New York and Pennsylvania Casea Cases Cases Cases 
Stocks: sold not shipped. .... 33.773 23,206 6,870 63,900 
Stocks: unsold.............. 37.578 15,054 4,350 56.001 
71,351 38.320 11,220 120.900 
Shipments for January....... 18,300 12,325 4.1390 34,773 
Mich., Wis., and Ohio 
Stocks: <old not shipped. .... 180 71,000 7.495 250.010 
“ 384.260 151,584 16.497 552.341 
Stocks: total 074 23.002 811.351 
Shipments for January 116,304 61.019 8.601 186,824 
Western States 
Stocks: sold not 15,387 26.053 5,922 47.362 
Stocks: unsold....... 16,087 74.419 4,406 95,902 
Stocks: total 32,374 100,472 10,418 143,264 
Shipments for January 3.718 18,088 630 23 
Total United States: 
Stocks: sold not 220.585 120,400 20.287 370,281 
Stocks: unsold..... 438,825 241,057 25.352 705,234 
Stocks: total, 361,466 45.639 1.075.515 
Shipments for January. 03 232 13,370 244,933 


Sweet Corn Performance Tests in Indiana 


A mimeographed report recently released gives the results 
of a comparison of 8 commercial stocks of Golden Cross 
Bantam and 13 samples of the inbred parent lines Purdue 
51 and Purdue 39. Of the Golden Cross Bantam stocks, four 
are “recommended,” one was “good” but not of a quality 
to merit the higher rating, and two were of such quality 
that they should not be used if other stock is available. 
The inbred lines are likewise given ratings in the report. 

The statement also reports the yield and smut incidence 
of 38 experimental golden hybrids, several of which were 
derived from crosses with Country Gentleman and Bantam 
Evergreen inbreds. 

The tests were carried out in 1940 at the Purdue Experi- 
ment Station muck soil farm at North Liberty, Indiana, and 
were conducted cooperatively by the Purdue Station and 
the U.S.D.A. Bureau of Plant Industry. The Raw Products 
Bureau has obtained a few copies of this statement which 
will be sent to members upon request directed to the Bureau. 


G. M. Moffett Heads New Section in O.P.M. 

G. M. Moffett, formerly director of the Food Products 
Section, Production Division, National Defense Advisory 
Commission, has been named to take the place of Marion 
Folsom as head of the Mining and Mineral Products Section 
of the Materials Branch, Division of Production, Office of 
Production Management. 


January Pea Shipments Total 2,451,789 Cases 


Shipments of canned peas during January, 1941, totalled 
2,451,789 actual cases, compared with 1,598,637 cases during 
January, 1940, according to figures compiled by the Associ- 
ation’s Division of Statistics. Shipments during the period 
June 1, 1940, to February 1, 1941, were over 3,800,000 cases 
larger than during the corresponding months of the previous 
year. Stocks of canned peas in canners’ hands on February 
1, 1941, were 436,685 cases larger than on February 1, 1940. 

The table below shows comparable figures of stocks and 
shipments for these dates: 


1939-40 1940-41 

Cases Cases 
Shipments during January................... 1, 508 ,637 2,451,789 
Shipments June 1 to February 1.............. 15,044,846 18,862,212 


The following table shows stocks on February 1, 1941, in 
canners’ hands and shipments for specified periods by regions 
and by varieties: 


Stocks Shipments Shipmen 
during January June 1 to February | 


February 1 
1940 1940 m1 1930-40 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
New York and 
Alaskas..... 46,551 49,232 14,656 14,934 97,072 145,060 
770,496 $822,478 151,526 160,966 1,100,258 1,576,262 
Mid-Atlantic 
Alaskas 135,110 311,508 23,884 81,312 1,214,207 1,811,851 
Sweets... .. 92,188 131,157 2,265 5,374 171,353 448,015 
Mid-West; 
Alaskas..... 1,008,653 2,700,637 454,586 888,725 4,460,118 5,082,849 
Sweets...... 2,864,521 2,053,327 420,876 783,243 3,919,306 4,700,730 
Western 
Alaskas..... 11,002 5511 4,074 1,525 146,087 85,575 
Sweets ..... 2,870,130 2,000,008 517,170 =515,710 3,906,285 4,101,961 
Totals 
.. 2,101,415 3,156,888 497,800 986,496 5,017,484 8,025,344 


. 6,606,335 5,987,547 1,100,837 1,465,203 9,127,362 10,836,868 


2,238,228 Cases of Corn Shipped During January 


Shipments of canned sweet corn out of canners’ hands 
during January amounted to 2,238,228 cases, compared with 
1,440,890 cases shipped during January, 1940, according to 
figures compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics. 
The shipments during January, 1941, were 797,338 cases 
larger than during January, 1940. Stocks on February 1, 
1941, totalled 7,627,285 cases, as compared with 11,005,285 
cases on February 1, 1940. 
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